
To the prospective music student at Solebury: 

I am so delighted to tell you about our music program here at The Solebury School and I hope this 

letter will answer many of the questions you may have. Solebury offers many opportunities to hear, play 

and perform music. In fact, there is a daily time set aside specifically for music classes (Jazz Roots 

Ensemble, Across the Universe Ensemble and Chorus).  

The Jazz Roots Ensemble focuses on Jazz and jazz influenced music. Across the Universe Ensemble 

caters toward both instrumentalist and vocalist across different styles, including the classically trained.  

Chorus focuses on music from classical to pop styles of various cultures. Each ensemble class is intended 

for students who have at least a basic knowledge of their instrument/voice and, in the case of the 

instrumental ensembles, can read music. They meet two or three times a week, though often more 

frequently as a concert date approaches.  

Each Solebury ensemble performs at least three to four regularly scheduled concerts during the school 

year; they perform a concert at the end of each trimester and the chorus performs a holiday concert 

featuring solos and a sing along before the winter break. There are also several coffee houses, which are 

open to all students who wish to perform. Students sometime perform for the school community in 

assemblies and during Arts Week. Solebury is also fortunate to have many talented and loyal musicians 

among its alumni who have performed for the students during assemblies or given fund-raiser concerts 

that are open to the public. 

Solebury offers private music lessons in several different instruments. Though these lessons are not a 

part of the curriculum, arrangements have been made for music teachers to come to the campus providing 

instruction at the students' expense.  Currently lessons are offered in Guitar (acoustic and electric); Bass 

Guitar (acoustic and electric); Piano, Flute, Violin, Viola and Drums. 

As a musical requirement eighth graders take a one-trimester course called The Introduction of Music 

in the Arts. In this course students develop a deeper connection both to the music in their lives and the 

music in the lives of others. They also learn musical notation and some music history. Additionally, there 

are music electives, such as Rhythm and Harmony, offered throughout the school year, and Song Writing 

is offered in the spring. In this way we hope to develop and maintain a level of music literacy in our 

student body. 

In closing, I must add that each music director is a highly accomplished musician with years of 

experience educating young and old alike. I enjoy working with each of these talented artists and I know 

you would too. Come to Solebury and meet them! 

 

Sincerely, 

Greg Lipscomb 

Music program 


