
AP US History   Summer Reading Assignment 
 
Welcome to AP US History!  I hope you have a great summer, and I look forward to meeting 
you on the first day of class!  This coming fall we will begin our investigation of the dynamic, 
troubling, confusing, and inspiring history of this continent and nation.  In preparation for our 
class, I am asking that you do three things that are listed below.  Don     
 

(Questions?  dkaplan@solebury.org) 
 

1)  Read and mark up a copy of Ellis’ Founding Brothers:  The Revolutionary Generation 
(ISBN-10: 9780375705243 / ISBN-13: 978-0375705243) 

 
Certainly the content and historical characters of this historical work is important for our 
class, but what I like most is the fact that Ellis refuses to simply tell the prepackaged story of 
American history; rather, he debunks the mythology that we often refer to as history.  This 
method of “pulling aside the curtain” and peering into the raw evidence of the past is what 
we will be doing all year.  I encourage you to not get overwhelmed with the details but 
instead focus on the themes that they battle with throughout the text.     

 
2) Using Founding Brothers, write a 3-4 page essay due first day of class.   

 
Possible prompts: 
 

a) Talk about Ellis’ approach as a historian and how he interprets this era. In what 
way was the history we usually think of different from that provided by Ellis? 
How does he explain this? 

b) According to Ellis, what were the most significant changes brought about by the 
American Revolution? 

c) Ellis says that “no event in American history has seemed so inevitable in 
retrospect as the American Revolution.  "Explain Ellis' approach to the issue of 
inevitability.  To what extent were developments contingent on luck, accidents or 
individual decisions? 

d) Analyze the distinction between history as experienced and history as 
remembered in Ellis’ account. 

e) Analyze Ellis' argument.  Why does Ellis call the book Founding Brothers rather 
than Founding Fathers? 

 
3)  Read the attached pdf (pages 3-49) from Alan Taylor’s American Colonies:  The Settling 

of North America.   
 

Scan the introduction if you like, and then take note of the various themes and groups as 
these various worlds are introduced at the beginning of their collision.   

 
Once again; have a great summer!  Don/dk 


