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The guidelines and curriculum of Solebury School’s academic program 
Revised Information for the 2020 Spring Term 

 

 

ACADEMIC LOGISTICS and PHILOSOPHY for the Spring Term 

During the spring term, some classes will be run asynchronously, meaning that students will be able to 
engage with the material, participate in activities, and generally do coursework at a time that is 
convenient for them. Teachers will “build” their classes throughout a five-day in-service (from March 23 
- March 27).  However, teachers may elect to meet with their students synchronously during the usual 
class time so long as all students can "attend" at a reasonable hour for them. If a student is not able to 
attend a synchronous class either due to illness, time zones, or some other issue, they should arrange a 
later meeting with their teacher to go over that day’s work. A weekly schedule of all synchronously run 
classes will be published each Saturday for the upcoming week. 

We will follow the same four-day rotating schedule that we typically use, but classes will only virtually 
meet when and only if it is reasonable for most students to do so.  The primary tool in building classes is 
our learning management system, Canvas. This will be supplemented with tools like Zoom, email, 
Kahoot, Lingt (for language courses), and others. Asynchronous classes will not meet in real-time but 
students will be expected to complete between 60 - 80 minutes of classwork for each time a class would 
have met. 

Because of the unique context for academics this spring, students should expect a different and 
intellectually stimulating experience this term. Our teachers have been asked to use this opportunity, 
freed from calculating letter grades, to focus on the learning, to experiment appropriately, and to take 
reasonable risks. We hope that students will enter into their classes with the same open spirit and 
willingness to try this new means of education. 

Unless specifically changed in this document, all typical policies from the 2019-2020 Academic Bulletin 
remain in effect. 
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THE DAILY  SCHEDULE 
 
For those classes meeting in real-time, classes will meet during the period slots shown below. Since we do 
not need two lunch periods, all Arts classes run from 11:50 - 1:10 on the days when they meet, and all 
Period 2 classes on Wednesday will meet at 11:35: 
 

Monday/Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 
 
8:30 - 9:50 Period 1 
10:00 - 11:20 Period 2 
11:50 - 1:10: Arts 
1:15 - 1:35: Advisory or Announcements 
1:40 - 3:00: Period 3 
3:00 - 3:30: Conference 

Wednesday 
 
9:00 - 10:10 Period 1 
10:15 - 10:45 Clubs 
10:50 - 11:30: Flex / Conference 
11:35 - 12:45: Period 2 
1:30 - 2:40: Period 3 
2:45 - 3:30: Assembly/Class Meetings 
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THE ROTATING SCHEDULE 
 
The Spring term will begin with a “Day 4” on Monday, March 30 (FED, Arts 1). The entire spring term is 
shown in the graphic below. 
 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

March 30 March 31 April 1 April 2 April 3 

4 1 2 3 4 

April 6 April 7 April 8 April 9 April 10 

1 2 3 4 1 

April 13 April 14 April 15 April 16 April 17 

2 3 4 1 2 

April 20 April 21 April 22 April 23 April 24 

3 4 1 Arts Fest* Parents Day* 

April 27 April 28 April 29 April 30 May 1 

2 3 4 1 2 

May 4 May 5 May 6 May 7 May 8 

3 4 1 2 3 

May 11 May 12 May 13 May 14 May 15 

4 1 2 3 4 

May 18 May 19 May 20 May 21 May 22 

1 2 Day of Service* 3 4 

May 25 May 26 May 27 May 28 May 29 

Memorial Day 1 2 3 4 

June 1 June 2 June 3 June 4 June 5 

Reading Day* Exams* Exams* Exams*  

 
*Days marked with an asterisk are subject to change 
 
 
 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 

Period 1 A D C F 

Period 2 B E B E 

Period 3 C F A D 
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GRADING and ACADEMICS 
 
For the spring term only, all teachers will assign grades of P/F (pass/fail) at the end of the term instead of 
our usual letter grades. We recognize the challenges in moving to remote learning on short notice and 
want to provide relief to our students with respect to potential anxiety about how letter grades will be 
determined under these unusual circumstances. A passing grade is defined as 60% or higher. There is one 
exception to this -  students in Foundations ESL will earn traditional letter grades in light of the Pass/Fail 
grades that were assigned in the fall term. 
 
For final grades for year long courses, teachers will average the letter grades from the fall and winter. 
Teachers may also choose to factor in the caliber of work submitted by a student who earns a passing 
grade in the spring, assuming that the yearlong average is not lowered by the student's grades from the 
spring. In other words, passing a course in the spring without earning a traditional letter grade will not 
have a negative effect on a student's yearlong grade and could potentially boost it. 
 
For students in ESL Foundations, traditional letter grades follow this scale: 

 
Grading is on a 4-point scale: 
A+ (97 - 100) = 4.333 A (93 - 96) = 4.000 A- (90 - 92) = 3.666 
B+ (87 - 89) = 3.333 B (83 - 86) = 3.000 B- (80 - 82) = 2.666 
C+ (77 - 79) = 2.333 C (73 - 76) = 2.000 C- (70 - 72) = 1.666 
D+ (67 - 69) = 1.333 D (63 - 66) = 1.000 D- (60 - 62, lowest passing grade) = 0.666 
F (59 or lower) = 0.000 

 
GRADE WEIGHTING 
Students who undertake more challenging programs are rewarded in the computation of their grade point 
average.  Honors and AP courses are weighted at Solebury School.  The bonus will not be added to the 
course grade itself, but will be used in calculating the grade point average.  The Honors bonus will be 
0.333 and the AP bonus will be 0.666.  

 
ACADEMIC WARNING 
A student who is failing a course (F), who has received an Incomplete, or who has two or more grades 
below C- is placed on the Academic Warning List.  The Academic Warning List is prepared six times a 
year; however, a teacher may issue a warning at any time.  Students on Academic Warning automatically 
lose any privileges they may have earned or are entitled to, may be given special study conditions, and 
remain on Academic Warning until the next time grades are formally collected.  Students who withdraw 
from a class with an Academic Warning range grade (D+ or lower) are placed on Academic Warning for 
the remainder of the trimester. 
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY 
It is intellectually dishonest and unfair to submit as one’s own the words, ideas, corrections, data, 
solutions, or opinions of another.  Because intellectual honesty is the basis of scholarship, plagiarism and 
other forms of cheating cannot be tolerated in an academic community.  Violators of the principles of 
Academic Honesty will face serious consequences that may include expulsion.  Any student who 
facilitates an act of academic dishonesty has committed the same offense and thus will be subject to the 
same penalty as the violator.  For a detailed discussion of these issues and consequences, please refer to 
the Solebury Handbook. 
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ATTENDANCE POLICIES 

 

ADD/DROP POLICY 
For the spring term, students may add or drop courses until 3:00 PM, Wednesday, April 1. Students 
dropping a spring course after that point will earn a “W” grade due to withdrawing from the course. 
 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Attendance and participation in classes is required for a passing grade. Teachers running a synchronous 
class will take roll within five minutes of the beginning of the period. If a student is not able to attend a 
synchronous class either due to illness, time zones, or some other issue, they should arrange a later 
meeting with their teacher to go over that day’s work. Any absent student will be noted and the student 
and/or the family will be contacted as soon as possible. Parents/Guardians should contact Greg Lewis 
(glewis@solebury.org) in advance if they know that a student will be missing class due to illness or for 
another reason. Excessive absences (more that 25% of the total number of synchronous classes in a 
course), will put a student at risk of not receiving credit for the class.  

 
 
SENIOR PROJECTS 
Senior projects have been canceled for the 2020 spring term. 
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SPRING COURSES 
 

All yearlong courses will continue in the spring term. But some term electives have been either canceled 
or canceled and replaced with an alternative. The list of canceled classes and their replacements are 
shown in the table below. Course descriptions for the replacement classes begin on page 10. Students may 
choose to add one of these courses until the end of add/drop on Wednesday, April 1, by emailing their 
request to Rick Tony at rtony@solebury.org. 

 
 

Canceled Course Replacement Course 

Meditation Traditions Plagues, Pandemics and Society 

Elite Ensemble Exploring the World of "Classical" Music 

Rock Band Music of the 1960s 

Jazz Roots JaZz Tour - Giants and Icons 

Engineering II Computer Science Principles 

Metalworking Patent Process 

Tap Dance History of Dance in Film 

Advanced Tech Contemporary Musical Theater Hits...and Misses 

-- Storytelling: The Art of the Narrative (new offering) 

-- Baseball: The Story of America (new offering) 

Photography I/II (evening)  -- 

Microbiology -- 

Chorus -- 

Choreography -- 

Theater II -- 

**Courses are subject to change  
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Plagues, Pandemics, and Society: As we all watch the COVID-19 crisis unfold, and disrupt our lives, in 
real time, it is worth asking two main questions: at what other moments in history has human civilization 
had to contend with the uncertainty and challenges of mass debilitization?  And how did government 
officials, scientists, and cultural figures respond back then?  This course will endeavor to "unpack" both 
of these questions in an attempt to better comprehend our own situation, and possibly find strength in the 
perspective that understanding-the-past so often affords. 2 credits, Social Studies 

 

Exploring the World of “Classical” Music: In this online class, students will examine many of the 
western musical traditions that have come to be known as classical music.  Who are the great masters of 
this music? What have been the social implications and functions of this music throughout its history? 
This class is designed for both the classically trained and others alike. Activities will include discussions, 
some music theory/ ear training, games, and of course listening to/ watching some amazing musical 
performances. Grading is based on full participation (discussions, short readings, games,  etc.) and 
attendance. 1 credit, Arts. 

 

Music of the 1960’s: This class is all about how the music from this seminal decade changed the world 
and shaped the future. It is an in-depth look at the music, artists and people who were the intellectual 
movers of the time. The class has often enjoyed hearing from Solebury faculty member, Chris Langhart, 
who was the technical director of the original Woodstock Festival in 1969. 1 credit, Arts 

 

JaZzTour - Giants and Icons: This elective will take the student on a survey and tour into the lives and 
music of the artists that have been the innovators and giants of jazz. We will cover a range of artists 
including, Louis Armsrong, Charlie Parker, Dizzy Gillespie, Count Basie , Duke Ellington, Billie 
Holiday, and many more! 1 credit, Arts 

 

Computer Science Principles: Computer Science Principles is a new course for 2019 which will cover 
programming fundamentals along with many computer science topics including the Internet, Big Data and 
Privacy, and Programming and Algorithms.  No programming experience is required, and students are 
welcome to join for any trimester as schedules permit or to enroll in all three trimesters, since a variety of 
activities and learning topics will allow for a full-year course experience. No pre-requisites or prior 
knowledge is required, just bring your curiosity! 1 credit, Science 
 
 
Patent Process: In this class, we will write a sample patent of the student's invention.  In the process, we 
will provide the required illustrative drawings with numbers and references and a descriptive write-up 
designed to guide an attorney in creating a list of claims for a patentable invention.  We will discuss 
operations of the patent office and its procedures and the flow of the application process.  Searches will be 
discussed so as to establish what is patentable and aspects of filing rights with the Patent Cooperation 
Treaty [PCT].  Differences will be clarified about types of patents and coverage issues.  Various historic 
patents will be discussed with an emphasis on "claims" and claim structure.  Attorney costs and filing and 
post issue fees will be reviewed.  1 credit, Arts 
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The History of Dance in Film: The last one hundred years have seen dance become an increasingly 
integral element of popular culture.  We will step back in time to study the beginnings of dance on film 
and continue to modern day with movies like West Side Story, Singin' in the Rain, Pippin, Saturday Night 
Fever and Grease, just to name a few. Here you will find the sultry gyrations of Josephine Baker, the 
phenomenal tap work of the Nicholas Brothers, the innovative Hollywood grace of Fred Astaire and Gene 
Kelly, the Broadway hi-jinx of Bob Fosse and many more. 1 credit, Arts  

 

Contemporary Musical Theater Hits...and Misses: For every Hamilton, there is a Hands on a 
Hardbody and a Cry Baby and a Bonnie & Clyde.  What makes one show a huge success while others 
can't seem to make it past opening night?  In this class, we will take a look into the last few decades of 
Musical Theater and see just how the landscape of Theater has evolved as the age of social media has 
dawned on us.  We will listen to, watch, and discuss various shows with varying degrees of success and 
try to figure out what went right (or wrong) and why.  As we learn about these works we will put them 
head to head in an ultimate rank down of contemporary musical theater to see which show we think is the 
biggest "hit" of them all.   *This class will require one class period a week of synchronous learning 
during Arts block*  1 credit, Arts 

 

Storytelling: The Art of the Narrative:  Irrespective of your career path, knowing how to create a well 
written narrative is a great tool, essential for wannabe writers, but also vital to business people, engineers, 
scientists, lawyers, doctors, etc., Understanding what your story is about, defining characters, creating a 
story arc and structuring a coherent narrative with a distinct beginning, middle and end, and evolving a 
compelling style has significant application in any endeavor. The course will explore classic films and 
plays, as well as helping students evolve their unique voices in creating a story. 1 credit, Arts 

 

Baseball: The Story of America: "The one constant through all the years...has been baseball. America 
has rolled by like an army of steamrollers. It’s been erased like a blackboard, rebuilt and erased again. But 
baseball has marked the time. This field, this game, is a part of our past...It reminds us of all that once was 
good, and that could be again." This quote, from the movie "Field of Dreams," is as relevant 
today--arguably even more so--as it was when it was written over three decades ago. America will survive 
this pandemic, and baseball will be there to help get her back on her feet. This trimester elective will 
focus on how the sport of baseball has influenced both American history and literature. In the end, 
students will see that the evolution of baseball has mirrored the growth of America itself, from the 
creation of the American identity to race relations and labor management. The first part of the course will 
focus on the history of America's game, from its origins up through the modern era. The second part 
revolves around the literature (non-fiction and fiction), poetry, and film the sport has inspired, and it 
focuses on two themes: (1) baseball as a means for heroism, and (2) baseball as a source of redemption.  2 
credits, English 
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