
World History 9:  From Chaos to Order      Summer Reading Assignment 
 
Welcome to World History 9!  This coming fall we will begin our exploration of the various 
ways humans have worked to make sense of the chaotic worlds swirling around them.  To 
prepare, we are going to read from a very readable history of the world and do some writing in 
response to the chapters assigned.  I hope you have a great summer, and I look forward to 
meeting you on the first day of class!  Don    (Questions?  dkaplan@solebury.org)  
 
For your summer reading assignment, you will complete the following steps to the best of your 
ability for the first day of class:  
 

1)  Read chapters 1-28, 30, 34, and 36 in E.H. Gombrich’s A Little History of the World  
 

You can purchase the book (ISBN-10: 9780300143324 or ISBN-13: 978-0300143324) 
or  

read it online at  
http://library.aceondo.net/ebooks/HISTORY/A_Little_History_of_the_World.pdf 

 
2)  After reading the chapters, please respond in a 150-200 word, typed essay to only ONE 

of the following prompts:   
 
Prompt #1:  Choose five to six events from A Little History of the World that you feel are most 
important to World History in the chapters we read. Draw a horizontal line at the top of your 
paper and plot your events in chronological order. You may include years but specific dates are 
not necessary. Beneath your timeline, write your essay. Describe the importance of each event 
and why you chose to include it in on this highly selective timeline. Are the events related? Is 
there a pattern? How and why do they best represent a history of the World? Explain using 
details from the text.  
 
Prompt #2:  Unfortunately, women are often absent from the pages of history. The ideas, 
experiences, attitudes, and issues of half the population are sometimes overlooked by historians 
overly concerned with the “big men” of history—those who wield power and shape the ages in 
which they live. Assess Gombrich’s treatment of women in the chapters we read in A Little 
History of the World.  Do you feel that the lives, experiences, and opinions of women throughout 
history are adequately addressed in the text? Explain using details from the text. 
 
Prompt #3:  There are many common clichés about what history is and how it is written. Pick 
one of the following popular ideas about history and evaluate it using evidence from A Little 
History of the World. Decide whether or not you agree with your chosen saying and write an 
essay explaining your position and the reasons for it. You should include at least five good 
examples or historical facts from the chapters we read book. Be sure to cite all of the examples 
and facts you use from the book.  

a. History always repeats itself.  
b. History is always written by the victors. 

 

http://library.aceondo.net/ebooks/HISTORY/A_Little_History_of_the_World.pdf

