
Honors Biology 

Summer Reading Assignment 

 

Each student is responsible for reading Your Inner Fish:  A Journey Into the 3.5-Billion-Year 

History of the Human Body by Neil Shubin. You should be able to find copies of this book at 

your local library, Amazon.com, or any bookstore.  ISBN: 978-0-307-27745-9 

 

     Evolution is one of the Big Ideas in our textbook in particular and in Honors Biology class in 

general.  This idea states that the process of evolution drives the diversity and unity of life.  In 

this assignment, you are going to analyze the nonfiction book, Your Inner Fish, by Neil Shubin. It 

is not your ‘typical’ biology textbook and is written in a very In his book, Shubin writes about 

the conversational and understandable style. He discusses the development of major body 

systems and body structures from an evolutionary perspective, making several connections 

between anatomy, and physiology.  This assignment includes reading this book and keeping a 

journal. The journal will be graded for content and completion (this is your first grade in the 

class). Additionally, you will have a take home test the first week of classes, based on this text. 

The goal of this assignment is to interpret his main ideas, utilize and understand familiar and 

unfamiliar terms, and demonstrate an understanding of the text. 

Your tasks includes keeping a chapter by chapter reading journal consisting of the following:  

 

● Shubin’s main claim in each chapter 

● Shubin’s evidence to support this claim - if possible you should always have at least 3 

pieces of evidence 

● A glossary of new terms, with their definitions  

 

o Remember, the focus of your reflections is on the types of evidence Shubin cites 

to support evolution and natural selection. 

o Don’t merely summarize the chapters; I have read the book and know what each 

chapter is about. This reflection should only focus on evidence of evolution in 

each chapter and should be no more than 100 words per chapter (you are not 

writing your own book).  

o Evaluate the thoughts you have regarding Shubin’s claim and evidence. Reflect 

on new and interesting topics and what you have learned. 

o When writing your journal, it is just a free-form response—not terribly formal. 

Don’t sweat it too much! 

o Please keep journal entries to 100 words or less. 

o This work should be typed and turned in online before the first class of the 

trimester. 


