College Guidance Class Curriculum
Class One:  Overview of the course
· What students should expect from Tim, what Tim should expect from them

· Why go to college?

· What different types of post-secondary education are available? 
· research universities

· master’s universities

· liberal arts colleges

· specialty colleges (art, music, technical, trade, etc.)

· community and junior colleges  

· Choosing a major and being undecided

· Tim’s experiences with choosing a major and college, and from working in admissions.

· The dreaded essay

· Chance to show yourself off

· Style:  make it interesting

· Grammar: make it readable

· Content

· Personal

· Specific

· Avoid Turnoffs

· Answer the question asked

· References to correct college

· You don’t know who’s reading it

· Draw the reader in

· Opening sentence should make the reader want to read on

· Interesting title

· Tim will critique essays, if students choose

Handout:  Two actual college essays
Class Two:  Standardized Tests and the College Search
· Standardized Tests

· PSAT and Test Prep

· Differences between the SAT Reasoning Test, ACT and SAT Subject Tests

· How colleges look at the SAT and the ACT

· How to register for the SAT (collegeboard.com) and the ACT (act.org)
· College Search:

· What do you want in a college experience?

· Size

· Location

· Academic programs
· Activities

· Diversity

· Student life
· Campus atmosphere

· Other factors

· Using online searches (collegeboard.com, Naviance etc.)
· College profiles

· Admissions selectivity

· Facilities

· Student body

· Alumni success

· Other data

Class Three:  Applying to colleges
· How many to apply to

· Recommend 5-7

· Have a balance of Reach, Match, Safety

· Naviance

· When/how to apply

· Early action

· Early decision

· Rolling admissions

· Regular decision
· Online vs. paper applications (online recommended)
· Filling out the Common Application (commonapp.org)

· Future plans

· Personal data

· Family information

· Academics

· Activities

· Writing

· Disciplinary history

· Supplements

· School forms
· Tim will review applications, if students choose

Class Four:  Presenting…me!

· College visits
· Importance of seeing a campus in person
· Extras

· Attending classes

· Spending the night

· Eating in the cafeteria
· Meeting with faculty, coaches, club moderators

· Get a true sense of campus life

· visit colleges on school breaks when college is in session but without missing class

· What to do if you must miss class
· Interviews
· Usually informational, not evaluative
· Good way to show interest in the college
· Come prepared with a:

· List of questions

· Copy of transcript

· Activities resume
· Interview Etiquette

· Appropriate dress

· Good posture

· Pay attention

· Greet your interviewer
· Etc.

· Follow up with a thank you note
· Mock Interview:  Students interview a student (played by Tim) and critique him
· Recommendations
· How many

· Whom to ask?

· 2 teachers who have had you in class, at least one in your area of interest

· Possibly someone else who knows you well

· Coach

· Advisor who doesn’t teach you

· Employer

· Scoutmaster

· Etc.

· When to ask?

· Initial request in the Spring Trimester

· Specific college request a month before college deadline
· How to ask

· In person, with a written follow-up

· Written request should include

· Transcript

· Activities resume

· Possible colleges/major

Handout:  Questions Interviewers Ask, Questions to Ask in an Interview

Class five:  How Colleges Decide
· What colleges look for

· Academic Record

· Strength of Curriculum

· Grades

· Overall GPA

· Major-specific subjects

· Trends up or down

· Standardized test scores

· Activities

· Not just number, but strength of involvement

· Dedication

· Leadership

· Volunteer Work

· Employment

· Summer Activity

· Essay

· Recommendations

· Major

· Interest shown in the university

· Biographical information

· Where you live

· Ethnicity

· Gender

· Family connections

· Other factors as determined by the college

· Mock admissions committee

· Students presented with 7 candidates

· Accept 3

· Reject 3

· Waitlist 1

· Students must consider a variety of factors

· Students should come to an appreciation of admissions committee work

Handouts:  Student’s unofficial Solebury transcript, mock student profiles

